
 

ודברת בם
V’dibarta Bam 

Torah learning continues at home! 

״ושננתם לבניך ודברת בם
בשבתך בביתך ובלכתך
בדרך ובשכבך ובקומיך״

סוכות
תשע״ח
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Discuss

What did Avraham promise his guests?


What did he actually give them?

What does this teach us about promising things to people?


Notice that Avraham rushed to prepare the food.

Where in these pesukim do we see that others in his family learned from his example?


What does this teach us about the importance of setting a good example?

Ushpizin 
Avraham Avinu 

ג וַּיֹאמַר אֲֹדנָי אִם נָא מָצָאתִי חֵן ּבְעֵינֶיָ אַל נָא תַעֲבֹר מֵעַל עַבְּדֶָ ד יֻּקַח נָא מְעַט מַיִם וְַרחֲצּו ַרגְלֵיכֶם 
וְהִּׁשָעֲנּו ּתַחַת הָעֵץ ה וְאְֶקחָה פַת לֶחֶם וְסַעֲדּו לִּבְכֶם אַחַר ּתַעֲבֹרּו- ּכִי עַל ּכֵן עֲבְַרּתֶם עַל עַבְּדְכֶם וַּיֹאמְרּו 
ּכֵן ּתַעֲׂשֶה ּכַאֲׁשֶר ּדִּבְַרּתָ ו וַיְמַהֵר אַבְָרהָם הָאֹהֱלָה אֶל-ׂשָָרה וַּיֹאמֶר מַהֲִרי ׁשְֹלׁש סְאִים ֶקמַח סֹלֶת לּוׁשִי 
וַעֲׂשִי עֻגֹות. ז וְאֶל-הַּבָָקר ָרץ אַבְָרהָם וַּיִּקַח ּבֶן ּבָָקר ַרְ וָטֹוב וַּיִּתֵן אֶל הַּנַעַר וַיְמַהֵר לַעֲׂשֹות אֹתֹו ח וַּיִּקַח 

חֶמְאָה וְחָלָב ּובֶן הַּבָָקר אֲׁשֶר עָׂשָה וַּיִּתֵן לִפְנֵיהֶם וְהּוא עֹמֵד עֲלֵיהֶם ּתַחַת הָעֵץ וַּיֹאכֵלּו. 

And Avraham said, “My masters, if I have found favor in your eyes, please don’t pass by. Take a little water 
and wash your feet and rest under the tree. I will get a roll of bread to fill you up and then you can leave…” 

And he ran to the tent to Sarah and said: “Hurry and prepare flour and knead it into cakes.” Then Avraham 
ran to the cattle, chose a cow, and gave it to his son who rushed to prepare it. And he took butter and milk 
and the cow and placed it before the. And Avraham stood by them under the tree as they ate.

Sukkot Table Talk 
Some say the Sukkah is meant to represent the Mishkan (the commandment to build the Mishkan 
may have been given on the 15th of Tishrei)

Q: Why was having a Mishkan in the middle of the desert so important? 
Q: The sukkah must be temporary, meaning it is easily built and easily taken down. What does it 
teach us to have a Mishkan that can move easily from place to place? (hint: is being Jewish for 
everywhere or just in some places?) 

Sukkot Learning 
First Night & Day



 

Hilchot Sukkah  
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

Who is exempt from eating in the Sukkah? 
Women and children 
• Women are exempt from eating in the sukkah, but it is praiseworthy for them to fulfill the mitzvah.
• Very young children are exempt from the sukkah
• Once children no longer need their parents for everything (around age 5) there is a mitzvah of 

Chinuch (training them in mitzvot) which requires children parents to have their children eat in the 
sukkah.

Sick or Suffering 
• A person who is sick is exempt from the sukkah. 
• One is not required to eat in the sukkah if it is raining.
• If it is raining and one began to eat inside, he may continue to eat inside even when it stops raining.
• In general, one cannot claim to be suffering and exempt from the sukkah if others typically would not 

suffer from experiencing this matter
• If one cannot sit in the sukkah because of the wind, because of the flies buzzing, because of the cold, 

or even because of a small amount of rain, he is exempt. 
• We generally are stricter about eating in the sukkah, therefore one should try to eat in the sukkah if 

the suffering is only annoying and not painful.

Rain on the First Night 
• According to Sephardim, one is exempt from the sukkah and one should eat in the house.
• However, if one wants to be strict one may wait a little bit for the rain to stop but one should not wait 

too long which would cause oneself pain on Yom Tov.
• According to Ashkenazim, some poskim hold that one is not exempt from the sukkah and should wait 

an hour or two for the rain to stop. If it stops, one should eat in the sukkah with a bracha of Leishev 
BaSukkah but if it doesn’t stop, one should recite Kiddush and eat a kezayit of bread in the sukkah 
without the bracha of Leishev BaSukkah.

Other ideas for learning: 
• Review pesukim from class 
• Read from book of Jewish stories           
• Learn the first perek of Sefer Bereishit 
• Review the Days of Creation - What was created each day? 
• Learn the Sefer HaChinuch about what the mitzvot of Sukkot teach us 

Sukkot Learning 
First Night & Day

http://halachipedia.com
http://halachipedia.com


 

Discuss

How was Yitzchak able to give his life up so easily?

What can we learn from this action of Yitzchak?


Most of the things Yitzchak did in his life repeated things that his father had done.

What does this teach us about the importance of tradition?


Yitzchak told Yaakov to marry from his family and not from Canaan. 

What does this tell us about Yitzchak’s priorities?

Ushpizin 
Yitzchak Avinu 

ט וַּיָבֹאּו אֶל הַּמָקֹום אֲׁשֶר אָמַר לֹו הָאֱֹלקים וַּיִבֶן ׁשָם אַבְָרהָם אֶת הַּמִזְּבֵחַ וַּיַעֲֹרְ אֶת הָעֵצִים וַּיַעֲֹקד אֶת יִצְחָק ּבְנֹו 
וַּיָׂשֶם אֹתֹו עַל הַּמִזְּבֵחַ מִּמַעַל לָעֵצִים

And they reached the place that Hashem told him about and Avraham built a mizbe’ach there and arranged 
sticks and tied up Yitzchak his son and placed him on the mizbe’ach and on top of the sticks. 

וַּיְִקָרא יִצְחָק אֶל יַעֲֹקב וַיְבֶָרְ אֹתֹו וַיְצַּוֵהּו וַּיֹאמֶר לֹו ֹלא תִּקַח אִּׁשָה מִּבְנֹות ּכְנָעַן.  ב קּום לְֵ ּפַּדֶנָה אֲָרם ּבֵיתָה 
בְתּואֵל אֲבִי אִּמֶָ וְַקח לְָ מִּׁשָם אִּׁשָה…

And Yitzchak called to Yaakov and blessed him and commanded him saying: Don’t take a wife from the 
daughters of Canaan. Go to Padan Aram, to the home Bitu’el your grandfather and find a wife there… 

Sukkot Table Talk 
Sukkot is known as Z’man Simchateinu, “The Time of Our Happiness.” It is also known as Chag Ha’Asif, 
“the Holiday of Gathering,” because this is the time of year that crops are gathered in from the field in 
Eretz Yisrael. 

Q: We say “money doesn’t buy happiness.” So why does Sukkot connect happiness with prosperity? 
Q: Is there a difference between happiness and joy? (Maybe having money shouldn’t be a source of 
joy, but it can help bring happiness.) 
Q: Is it possible that prosperity isn’t the cause of happiness, but a sign of something that should 
bring happiness? (In Shema, what do we say will happen if we keep mitzvot?)

Sukkot Learning 
Second Night & Day



Other ideas for learning: 
• Review pesukim from class 
• Read from book of Jewish stories           
• Learn the first perek of Sefer Bereishit 
• Review the Days of Creation - What was created each day? 
• Learn the Sefer HaChinuch about what the mitzvot of Sukkot teach us 

Hilchot Sukkah  
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

Which foods must be eaten in the Sukkah? 
Meat, Fish, Cheese 
• If one makes a meal out of meat, fish, cheese, and the like, one should eat it in the sukkah. 
• However, if one doesn't eat them as a meal one may eat them outside the sukkah.
• Nonetheless, it's praiseworthy to have meat, fish, rice, eggs, and cheese in the sukkah. 

Cookies and Cakes 
• If one ate a dish made out of the five grains (such as pasta) one must eat it in the sukkah
• The Ashkenazic minhag is to make a bracha of Leishev BaSukkah

Leaving the Sukkah while eating 
• If one is in the middle of a bread meal one may not eat any food or drink outside the sukkah
• Even if has food in one's mouth and one began chewing when one leaves the sukkah one shouldn't 

continue chewing until one returns to the sukkah. 

Other Activities in the Sukkah 
• One should live in one's sukkah like one lives in one's house the rest of the year. Therefore, one 

should eat, drink, sleep, read, speak to one's friend, and learn in the sukkah.
• One should even bring one's nice utensils into the sukkah just like uses them during the year in the 

house, however, one should not bring one's cooking pots into the sukkah. 
• One should not do any degrading activity in the sukkah. Therefore one should not clean the dishes in 

the sukkah, however, one may clean the cups.
• One may not go to the bathroom in the sukkah.
• One shouldn't change a baby's diaper in the sukkah. 

Sukkot Learning 
Second Night & Day

http://halachipedia.com
http://halachipedia.com


Ushpizin 
Yaakov Avinu 

 כז וַּיִגְּדְלּו הַּנְעִָרים וַיְהִי עֵׂשָו אִיׁש יֵֹדעַ צַיִד אִיׁש ׂשֶָדה וְיַעֲֹקב אִיׁש ּתָם יֹׁשֵב אֹהָלִים 
And the boys grew. Eisav became a man who understood hunting; an outdoorsman. And Yaakov was a pure 
man who spent time in tents. 

כה וַּיִּוָתֵר יַעֲֹקב לְבַּדֹו וַּיֵאָבֵק אִיׁש עִּמֹו עַד עֲלֹות הַּׁשָחַר  כו וַּיְַרא ּכִי ֹלא יָכֹל לֹו וַּיִּגַע ּבְכַף יְֵרכֹו וַּתֵַקע ּכַף יֶֶרְ יַעֲֹקב 
ּבְהֵאָבְקֹו עִּמֹו  כז וַּיֹאמֶר ׁשַּלְחֵנִי ּכִי עָלָה הַּׁשָחַר וַּיֹאמֶר ֹלא אֲׁשַּלֵחֲָ ּכִי אִם ּבֵַרכְּתָנִי כח וַּיֹאמֶר אֵלָיו מַה ּׁשְמֶָ וַּיֹאמֶר 

יַעֲֹקב כט וַּיֹאמֶר ֹלא יַעֲֹקב יֵאָמֵר עֹוד ׁשִמְָ ּכִי אִם יִׂשְָראֵל ּכִי ׂשִָריתָ עִם אֱֹלהִים וְעִם אֲנָׁשִים וַּתּוכָל.

Yaakov was left alone and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. And the man saw that he could not 
overtake Yaakov, so he struck Yaakov’s Sciatic Nerve. And Yaakov’s Sciatic Nerve was injured while wrestling 
with him. And the man said “let me go because morning has come.” And Yaakov said, “I won’t let you go 
until you bless me.” And the man said “what is your name?” And he said “Yaakov.” And the man said, “you 
will no longer be called ‘Yaakov’ but ‘Yisrael' instead because you have fought for power with gods and men 
and you have been successful.”

Sukkot Learning 
Third Night & Day

Discuss

What does it mean that Yaakov was a “pure” man compared to Eisav?


What is the difference between how Yaakov is described at first his actions later on?

What does the teach us about “stepping up” in a situation we aren’t used to?


What does the name “Yisrael” mean according to this parsha?

What does this teach us about what it means to be Jewish?


In what ways might you “fight” in a good way?

(to do the right thing, to support a friend, etc…)

Hilchot Arba’ah Minim  
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

• The lulav must be at least four tefachim (about 15 inches)
• There is no maximum size, but the lulav should be one tefach (about 3.5 inches) above the hadassim   
• Hadassim and aravot must be at least three tefachim (about 11 inches)
• The etrog must be at least the size of an egg. 

• The Sephardic custom is to put one hadas and one aravah on the left of the lulav, one hadas in the middle but 
slightly to the right , and one haas and one aravah on the right side. 

• Ashkenazic custom is to set up the hadasim to the right of the lulav and the aravot to the left. 
• It is a mitzvah to tie the lulav together, but if you don’t, it is still kosher.
• The hadassim should be taller than the aravot

http://halachipedia.com
http://halachipedia.com


Ushpizin 
Yosef 

ג וַּיֹאמֶר יֹוסֵף אֶל אֶחָיו אֲנִי יֹוסֵף הַעֹוד אָבִי חָי וְֹלא יָכְלּו אֶחָיו לַעֲנֹות אֹתֹו ּכִי נִבְהֲלּו מִּפָנָיו ד וַּיֹאמֶר יֹוסֵף אֶל-אֶחָיו 
ּגְׁשּו נָא אֵלַי וַּיִּגָׁשּו וַּיֹאמֶר אֲנִי יֹוסֵף אֲחִיכֶם אֲׁשֶר מְכְַרּתֶם אֹתִי מִצְָריְמָה ה וְעַּתָה אַל ּתֵעָצְבּו וְאַל יִחַר ּבְעֵינֵיכֶם ּכִי 
מְכְַרּתֶם אֹתִי הֵּנָה ּכִי לְמִחְיָה ׁשְלָחַנִי אֱ-ֹלהִים לִפְנֵיכֶם ו ּכִי זֶה ׁשְנָתַיִם הָָרעָב ּבְֶקֶרב הָאֶָרץ וְעֹוד חָמֵׁש ׁשָנִים אֲׁשֶר 

אֵין חִָריׁש וְָקצִיר ז וַּיִׁשְלָחֵנִי אֱ-ֹלהִים לִפְנֵיכֶם לָׂשּום לָכֶם ׁשְאִֵרית ּבָאֶָרץ ּולְהַחֲיֹות לָכֶם לִפְלֵיטָה ּגְֹדלָה. 

And Yosef said to his brothers “I am Yosef is my father still alive?” And his brothers couldn’t answer him 
because they were frightened. And Yosef said to his brothers “come close to me” and they did. And he said “I 
am Yosef your brother who you sent down to Egypt in a sale. Now don’t be sad and don’t be upset for selling 
me here. Because it was to save your lives that Hashem said me ahead of you. For these two years there has 
been famine in the land and there will be another five years without plowing or harvesting. So Hashem sent 
me ahed of you to save a place in the land and to keep you alive for a great salvation.”

Sukkot Learning 
Fourth Night & Day

Discuss

What trait is Yosef displaying here?


How did Yosef know Hashem had sent him down?

If things didn’t work out as well for Yosef would he still have the same attitude?


Does this mean that the brothers did nothing wrong?


What can a child learn from here about being upset at a parent’s decision? 

Can you think of a decision made by a parent that a child might not realize is for the best?

Can you think of a situation that you thought was bad, but it turned out to be for the best?

Hilchot Arba’ah Minim  
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

• For all mitzvot we are supposed to say the bracha before doing the mitzvah
• For all mitzvot we are supposed to hold the mitzvah object when saying the bracha
• One cannot do both for the Arba’ah Minim because you fulfill this mitzvah just by picking them up. 
• To solve this problem, here are two strategies that are suggested:

• Take the lulav, hadasim, & aravot in your right hand, and leave the etrog on the table for the bracha
• Hold the etrog upside down during the bracha (the mitzvah is only done properly with an upright etrog, 

so you haven’t fulfilled the mitzvah while it’s upside down).  
• Take the lulav and etrog in normally but have in mind not to fulfill the mitzvah until you say the bracha. 
• If one picked up the Arba’ah Minim before saying the bracha, one may still say the bracha as long as one didn’t 

shake it yet.

http://halachipedia.com
http://halachipedia.com


Ushpizin 
Moshe Rabbeinu 

א וַיְהִי ּבַּיָמִים הָהֵם וַּיִגְּדַל מֹׁשֶה וַּיֵצֵא אֶל אֶחָיו וַּיְַרא ּבְסִבְֹלתָם 

And it was in those days, Moshe got older and went out to his brothers to see their burden. 

ג וְהָאִיׁש מֹׁשֶה עָנָו מְאֹד מִּכֹל הָאָָדם אֲׁשֶר עַל ּפְנֵי הָאֲָדמָה 

And this man Moshe was more humble than any other person on the face of the Earth 

אִם יִהְיֶה נְבִיאֲכֶם ה׳ ּבַּמְַראָה אֵלָיו אֶתְוַּדָע ּבַחֲלֹום אֲַדּבֶר ּבֹו.  ז ֹלא כֵן עַבְּדִי מֹׁשֶה ּבְכָל ּבֵיתִי נֶאֱמָן הּוא.  
ח ּפֶה אֶל ּפֶה אֲַדּבֶרּבֹו… 

With other prophets, I, Hashem, make myself known in a vision; I speak in a dream. Not so when it comes to 
my servant Moshe. He is most trusted in my house. I speak with him face to face…

Sukkot Learning 
Fifth Night & Day

Discuss

Was it natural for Moshe to care about Bnei Yisrael? (hint: he was an Egyptian prince)


What does this tell you about Moshe’s character?

It says Moshe “got older.” What does this tell us about getting older and how what we care about 

might change?


What does it mean to be “humble?”

Is there a connection between Moshe being humble and Hashem talking directly to him?


If the Torah is from Moshe and he talked directly to Hashem, what does this tell us about how 
important the Torah is?


Tefillah on Chol HaMoed 

• Shacharit on Chol HaMoed is mostly the same as a weekday tefillah 
• Yaa’leh V’yavo is added in Amidah 
• There is no Tachnun or Nefilat Apayim 
• There is full Hallel each day 

• This is b/c there was a different korban each day so each day has a separate kedusha 
• Kriyat HaTorah is the korban for that day and the previous day. There are 4 aliyot each day 
• Hoshanot are said each day. Some shuls say Hoshanot after Hallel and some after Mussaf. 
• Mussaf is said each day  



 

Ushpizin 
Aharon HaKohen 

יג וַּיֹאמֶר ּבִי אֲֹדנָ-י ׁשְלַח נָא ּבְיַד ּתִׁשְלָח יד וַּיִחַר אַף ה׳ ּבְמֹׁשֶה וַּיֹאמֶר הֲֹלא אַהֲֹרן אָחִיָ הַּלֵוִי יַָדעְּתִי ּכִי 
ַדּבֵר יְַדּבֵר הּוא וְגַם הִּנֵה הּוא יֹצֵא לְִקָראתֶָ וְָראֲָ וְׂשָמַח ּבְלִּבֹו 

And Moshe said, “please my Master, send anyone else.” And Hashem was angry with Moshe and 
said, “do I not know that Aharon from Shevet Levi is better at speaking, and yet he also is coming 
towards you and seeing you with happiness in his heart!” 

ל וְנָתַּתָ אֶל חֹׁשֶן הַּמִׁשְּפָט אֶת הָאּוִרים וְאֶת הַּתֻּמִים וְהָיּו עַל לֵב אַהֲֹרן 

     And you shall place the Urim v’Tumim in the Chosen HaMishpat and it will be on Aharon’s heart.

Sukkot Learning 
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Sukkot Table Talk 
Our Rabbis teach us that the 70 korbanot on Sukkot are for the sake of the 70 non-Jewish nations.

Q: Why would we be bringing korbanot for other nations? 
Q: What is our role for those who are not Jewish? How should we act towards them? Why? 
Q: Sukkot is called Chag Ha’asif - the Holiday of Gathering. What might this have to do with why 
non-Jewish individuals are included in this chag? 
Q: What can you do to show those who aren’t Jewish that we appreciate them as people?

Discuss

Do you think it was easy for Aharon to be happy for Moshe?


Why could Aharon have been jealous of Moshe? Did he seem like a better choice?

What can we think about in order to be happy for others?


What reward was given to Aharon for being happy for Moshe?

How is this hinted to in the pesukim?


How is being the Kohen Gadol fitting for Aharon’s personality?

What does this teach us about what Jewish authority figures should be like?



Discuss

David had the ability to harm his biggest enemy but didn’t.


What does that tell you about him?


David shows respect for Shaul's authority even though he wants David dead. 

What does this teach us?


If Hashem gave David this opportunity, why did David say it is a disgrace towards Hashem if he 
does harm to Shaul?


David had a very difficult life. What do the two pesukim from Tehillim show us about David?


The last passuk comes from the perek we say from Rosh Hashanah through Sukkot.

How might it add to our understanding of the Chag?

Ushpizin 
David HaMelech 

 ד וַּיֹאמְרּו אַנְׁשֵי ָדוִד אֵלָיו הִּנֵה הַּיֹום אֲׁשֶר אָמַר ה׳ אֵלֶיָ הִּנֵה אָנֹכִי נֹתֵן אֶת אֹיִבְָ ּבְיֶָדָ… וַּיָָקם ּדָוִד 
וַּיִכְֹרת אֶת ּכְנַף הַּמְעִיל אֲׁשֶר לְׁשָאּו ּבַּלָט…ו וַּיֹאמֶר לַאֲנָׁשָיו חָלִילָה ּלִי מֵה׳ אִם אֶעֱׂשֶה אֶת הַּדָבָר הַּזֶה 

לַאֹדנִי לִמְׁשִיחַ ה׳ לִׁשְֹלחַ יִָדי ּבֹו… 

And David’s people said to him, “this is the day that Hashem told you about - ‘Behold I will place 
your enemy in your hands’…” And David got up and cut off the corner of Shaul’s clothing…and he 
said to his men, it is a disgrace for me to Hashem if I would harm my master the anointed King of 
Hashem. 

א  מִזְמֹור לְָדוִד ה׳ ֹרעִי ֹלא אֶחְסָר.

A song from David: “Hashem is my shepherd; I will not lack anything.” 

לְָדוִד ה׳ אֹוִרי וְיִׁשְעִי מִּמִי אִיָרא ה׳ מָעֹוז חַּיַי מִּמִי אֶפְחָד…ּכִי יִצְּפְנֵנִי ּבְסֻּכֹה ּבְיֹום ָרעָה: 

From David: Hashem is my light and salvation; who (else) should I fear? Hashem keeps my life strong; 
who (else) should scare me? … He will hide me in his sukkah on the terrible day.

Sukkot Learning 
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What is Shemini Atzeret? 
ויקרא כג:לו 

ׁשִבְעַת יָמִים ּתְַקִריבּו אִּׁשֶה לַה׳ ּבַּיֹום הַּׁשְמִינִי מְִקָרא ֹקֶדׁש יִהְיֶה לָכֶם וְהְִקַרבְּתֶם אִּׁשֶה לַה׳ עֲצֶֶרת הִוא ּכָל 
מְלֶאכֶת עֲבָֹדה ֹלא תַעֲׂשּו: 

For seven days you should bring a fire-korban to Hashem, and on the eighth day you will treat it as holy and 
bring a fire-korban to Hashem. It is an Atzeret, you may not do any melacha.  

רש״י 
עצרתי אתכם אצלי כמלך שזימן את בניו לסעודה לכך וכך ימים, כיון שהגיע זמנן להפטר אמר בני בבקשה 

מכם, עכבו עמי עוד יום אחד, קשה עלי פרידתכם: 

[[God says to Bnei Yisrael,] “I have held you back you [to stay] with Me.” This is similar to a king who invited 
his sons to feast with him for a certain number of days, and when the time came for them to leave, he said: 
“My sons! Please, stay with me just one more day, [for] it is difficult for me to separate from you!” 

מסכת סוכה נה: 
הני שבעים פרים כנגד מי כנגד שבעים אומות פר יחידי למה כנגד אומה יחידה משל למלך בשר ודם שאמר 

לעבדיו עשו לי סעודה גדולה ליום אחרון אמר לאוהבו עשה לי סעודה קטנה כדי שאהנה ממך  

These seventy bulls [that were offered during the seven days of the Festival], to what do they correspond? To 
the seventy nations. To what does the single bull [of the Eighth Day] correspond? To the Unique Nation. This 
may be compared to a human king who said to his servants, “Prepare for me a great banquet”; but on the 
last day he said to his beloved friend, “Prepare for me a simple meal that I may have the pleasure of being 
with you.”

Sukkot Learning 
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Discuss

The root ע.צ.ר means “to stop.” 


What does that have to do with the interpretations 
offer by Rashi & the Gemara?


What do these interpretations tell us about Shemini 
Atzeret?


What does it mean to “stay with Hashem for one day?


Based on this, why is it appropriate to celebrate 
Simchat Torah together with Shemini Atzeret?

A New Chag 
Shemini Atzeret is considered a new chag and 
not really part of Sukkot. Therefore: 

•She’hechiyanu is said 

•Full Hallel is said 

•It has its own name in Amidah  

•According to some, if you accidentally say 
“chag haSukkot hazeh” in amidah, you need 
to go back. (Others say you don’t need to.)



 

Hilchot Arba’ah Minim  
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

What is the status of the Arba’ah Minim after Sukkot? 
• The Arba’ah Minim don't retain their holiness after Sukkot, but it still should not be treated disrespectfully like 

being thrown into the garbage. 

• It is permissible though to leave them somewhere even if you know somebody else will throw them in the 
garbage. One who shows extra care by burying articles used for mitzvot will receive bracha.

• There are several other customs that people have to do with their Arba Minim:
• Burn the lulav in the oven baking the matzas. 

• Burn the lulav on Erev Pesach with the chametz.
• Make Etrog jelly and eat it on Tu B'shvat.

• Give the pitom of the etrog to a pregnant women as a prayer for an easy childbirth. 
• Use the hadasim as besamim for Havdalah. 

Eating in the Sukkah on Shemini Atzeret 
(from www.halachipedia.com) 

• In Israel one does not eat or sleep in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeret (as it is no longer Sukkot).
• Outside Israel, on the first day of Shemini Atzeret, one should eat in the Sukkah without a Bracha 

• There’s a minhag not to eat in the Sukkah on Shemini Atzeret. One should not follow this unless one has 
accepted this practice from his parents or rabbis. 

• A Jew from outside Israel who is visiting Israel for Sukkot should not eat in the sukkah if it’s difficult to sit alone 
in the Sukkah while everyone else is inside. 

• If he is alone anyway, such as if he’s in a hotel, Sephardim hold that he should eat in the sukkah, while 
Ashkenazim hold that in Israel one doesn't sit in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeret

Other ideas for learning: 
• Review pesukim from class 
• Read from book of Jewish stories           
• Learn the first perek of Sefer Bereishit 
• Review the Days of Creation - What was created each day? 

Sukkot Learning 
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Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah

In our last episode, Hashem gave Moshe a glimpse of Eretz Yisroel from atop Har Nevo. Just when we thought Moshe was ready 
to die, the Jewish leader has one last request: He wants to bless the Shevatim of Bnei Yisroel.

Moshe warms up by praising Hashem and the Bnei Yisroel.

Hashem had offered the Torah to all the nations of the world, but each nation refuses to take such a heavy responsibility upon 
itself. Finally, at Har Sinai, in the midst of thunder and lightning, a cloud lowered, covering the mountain and Bnei Yisroel. Moshe 
asks Bnei Yisroel: - "Will you accept Hashem's Torah?" Bnei Yisroel answers in one voice: - "Na'aseh V'nishma - We will do and we 
will listen....(to that which Hashem command us.)"

Moshe calls the Torah "Hashem's law of fire" - don't get burned by mishandling it; when Hashem and the Bnei Yisroel made a pact 
at Har Sinai, the deal was to guard Hashem's Mitzvot. Abandoning those Mitzvot is like playing with matches!

Moshe warns that the whole deal will blow up if Bnei Yisroel fights Jew against brother.
With this advice, Moshe goes to bat, blessing the Shvatim (tribes) of Bnei Yisroel.

REUVEN 
Shevet (tribe) Reuven is the first to settle in Eretz Yisroel - that's because the land they choose to live on is east of the Jordan in 
the land of Moav. Since they are outside the main borders of Eretz Yisroel, they need a special bracha (blessing) that will defend 
them against enemies that surround them.
Moshe delivers with "May Reuven live and not die and may his men be counted among the tribes."

SHIMON 
Shimon has always been trouble! In Yaakov's time, Shimon teams up with Levi to massacre the city of Shechem. Yaakov gives the 
two of them brachot (blessings) anyway. Over time, Levi changes his way, but Shimon's descendants have bad characters in their 
genes!

When the daughters of Midyan invite Bnei Yisroel to party with the idol Peor, Shevet Shimon R.S.V.P.'s. In Shittim, Zimri, the 
prince of Shevet Shimon, sins with a Midyanite princess, defying Moshe in public, and brings a plague to the camp of Bnei Yisroel 
that wipes out 24,000 of his tribesmen!

Moshe is quite peeved at Shevet Shimon so he chooses not to bless this bunch.

YEHUDA 
From Shevet Yehuda the Kings of Israel will descend. Moshe asks Hashem to listen to the prayers of these Kings when they are 
threatened by the enemies of Israel. Moshe also prays that Hashem will return the Jewish soldiers safely home from the 
battlefield and for Hashem to lead the armies of Israel to victory in battle.

LEVI 
The best bracha that Moshe can give Shevet Levi is for Hashem to keep them separate from the rest of Bnei Yisroel. In the days 
of Yaakov, Levi is one of the trouble-maker duo, together with his brotherly cohort, Shimon. The bracha of Yaakov sends Levi 
zooming into the priesthood.
In Mitzrayim, Shevet Levi is never made to work as slaves. They are the teachers. Amram, Moshe's father, is the leader of the Bnei 
Yisroel during the Egyptian bondage.

After Yetziat Mitzrayim, (the Exodus from Egypt), Shevet Levi has a spotless record in the complaint department. While Bnei 
Yisroel yaps about the Mann, the meat, the spies' reports and then worships the golden calf, Shevet Levi separated itself from the 
group and concentrated on serving Hashem. Since Shevet Levi is dedicated to serving Hashem and teaching the people, Moshe 
asks Hashem to bless them with wealth. This way the Leviyim and Kohanim will never have to abandon their work because of 
money problems.

V’zot HaBracha Overview 
from Torah Tots (www.torahtots.com)

http://www.torahtots.com
http://www.torahtots.com
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Moshe also prays that Hashem will destroy the enemies of Levi, like the Greeks who will fight against the Chashmonaim 
(Hasmoneans), during the Chanukah chapter of history.

BINYAMIN 
Hashem has a soft spot for Shevet Binyamin. In the time of Yaakov, Binyamin is the only son who is born in Eretz Yisroel. He is 
also the only son who doesn't plot to sell Yosef. He comforts his father Yaakov in his old age, and did not bow down to Esav. 
Binyamin is the only son who never sinned - that makes him one of the top four sinless Tzadikim of all time! There's got to be 
a zechut (merit) in that!
Hashem chooses the land of Binyamin to host the Bait Hamikdash and rest the Shechina there.

YOSEF 
The blessings that go to Yosef are blessings to the Shevet Efraim and Shevet Menashe. Moshe blesses these Shvatim with the 
best produce in all the land and plenty of underground wells of water.

In the days when Yosef is the ruler of Mitzrayim, he takes good care of his family, making sure that his brothers and father are 
all stocked up with food, even during the famine.

Hashem chooses the first new leader of Bnei Yisroel from Shevet Efraim and blesses him with "the strength of an ox and the 
majesty of the horns of a re'em (wild ox)." That leader is Yehoshua.

ZEVULUN & YISSACHAR 
Yissachar One of the greatest partnerships of all time is Zevulun and Yissachar. Both Shvatim inherit land along the coast. 
Zevulun takes up deep sea fishing while Yissachar is known for its Torah scholars, many of whom end up in the Sanhedrin 
(Jewish Courts).

Though Yissachar is older, Zevulun is mentioned first because if not for Zevulun, Yissachar's Torah study would not be possible. 
The deal is that Shevet Zevulun will make so much money that they will be able to support Shevet Yissachar.

GAD 
The Shevet of Gad settles early on in Moabite country, on the east side of the Jordan, alongside Reuven and part of Menashe. 
It's that wide open country that this Shevet likes. The grass is green and a'plenty for the cattle and sheep herding. Shevet Gad 
is compared to a lion that is always surrounded by it enemies. No wonder... on the east side of the Jordan, you've got a whole 
enemies list just waiting to get their hands on the Bnei Yisroel. Moshe gives them a special bracha of protection. He 
also gives Gad an honorable mention for agreeing to put their soldiers on the frontline during the conquest of Canaan.

DAN 
The land of Dan borders on the Jordan. Any Shevet that is near a border of Eretz Yisroel is compared to a lion. Shevet Dan, 
though, is more like a cub when it comes to strength, so Moshe prays that Hashem will protect them.

NAFTALI 
Shevet Naftali has lucked out! Their portion of Eretz Yisroel covers the Kineret Sea which is filled with great-tasting fish. Also, 
the Ginosar Valley is known for excellent fruit.

ASHER 
The tribe of Asher is blessed with a population explosion! In the desert they have gone from 41,500 men (over 18, under 60) 
to 53,400 between the first and second counting. Asher is also blessed with beautiful daughters. Many of these women end up 
marrying into the Kehuna and later, into the Davidic royal family.
Their portion of Eretz Yisroel is known for its olive trees. Even in Shmita year the olives will keep pouring in, making the tribe 
of Asher very well liked when it becomes a free-for-all in the seventh year!



"ALL TOGETHER NOW" 
In his final words to Bnei Yisroel, Moshe reminds them of Hashem's greatness -
"There is nobody like the G-d of the Jews whose Shechina dwells in the heavens and who comes to your help." He created the 
world and leads it. He pulverized the giants Sichon and Og and told you to destroy them. "I see that there will soon come a 
time when each and every Jew in Eretz Yisroel will live safely... all throughout the land. The land will flourish, as was promised in 
the blessings of your forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. "Be happy, Bnei Yisroel! Hashem, the creator of the entire 
world, the one G-d who controls everything that happens, has chosen to help and protect you! Your enemies will be running 
scared when they hear that Hashem's mighty nation is coming to claim the land!"

"But just remember, all the victories in the world are just a hint of the real reward that is waiting for the keepers of Hashem's 
Mitzvot - in Olom Habah, (the world to come).

MOSHE SAYS GOODBYE 
All day Moshe has been saying goodbye to his people. As the day dwindles, they know that they will not see him when the sun 
rises. As a last gesture of friendship, Moshe apologizes for being so tough on the nation. The people also apologize. They know 
they've been a tough act to handle. Moshe and the Bnei Yisroel agree to forgive and forget. But for forty years Bnei Yisroel has 
relied on Moshe, their rebbe, to lead them, guide them, and protect them from the wrath of Hashem. Without Moshe, how can 
they go on?
Moshe's got one final piece of advice for the nation: Don't put your trust in a human being; a tzadik, a great leader, a big talker... 
it makes no difference. Only Hashem, the Creator, can really help you out. Hashem is the one who controls everything. He will 
listen to you - even if you are a sinner, you can turn to Hashem to guide you.

The people are touched by Moshe's words. In a single voice they cry out "We trust in Hashem."

Hashem commands Moshe to go to the summit of the Har Nevo. Moshe climbs up eagerly, springing to the top in one leap. His 
strength at the age of 120 still matches that of his youth. The Bnei Yisroel watch his ascent for the last time.

Moshe is given another look at Eretz Yisroel. But this time Hashem shows him where each Shevet will settle. Moshe 
experiences the life and times of every descendant of Bnei Yisroel all the way up to Techiat Ha'maytim, - Moshiach's time. Now 
Moshe is complete. He is ready to die.

The exact location of Moshe's gravesite is only known by Hashem. The Torah tells us that Moshe's body is buried opposite 
where the Bnei Yisroel worshipped the idol Baal Peor with the daughters of Midyan. In his zechut (merit), this terrible sin is 
finally forgiven.

Moshe died on the seventh of Adar, 2488 (Feb. 23, 1273 BCE). He had been born 120 years earlier on the same Jewish date.

For 30 days Bnei Yisroel pours out its heart, weeping for their Rebbe. During this time, they remain in the plains of Moav.
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Simchat Torah Table Talk 
On Simchat Torah, we celebrate finishing reading the Torah for the year. 

Q: Why is finishing the Torah a cause for celebration?  
Q: Once we finish learning any part of Torah, are we done with it?  
Q: What might we do to make learning a part of the Torah again special? 
Q: What is one part of the Torah you have learned that you would love to learn more about? 


