
June 2018 

Dear Incoming Fifth Grader, 

Welcome to fifth grade! We’re so excited to welcome you to a community of thinkers, learners, and 

most importantly, readers! We know you’ve worked hard in fourth grade and are about to embark on a 

much-deserved summer recess. We want to encourage you to keep up with your reading and writing skills. We 

have attached your summer reading and writing assignment so you can come back excited, refreshed, and 

ready for fifth grade! 

Have a safe and enjoyable vacation. We look forward to seeing you in September! 

Sincerely, 

The YH Fifth Grade Team  

 

Fifth Grade Summer Reading Assignment, three parts  

There are three parts to this summer reading assignment. The first part is to select and read one book.  

The second section is a set of questions to answer.  The third part is the creative arts section. 

Part I 

Please select one  of the following five  books and read it over the summer.  

You will then complete Parts II and III of this assignment.  

Choice One: Rain Reign  by Ann M. Martin or Choice Two: Rules  by Cynthia Lord 

or Choice Three: Out of My Mind  by Sharon M. Draper or 

Choice Four: Absolutely Almost  by Lisa Graff or Choice Five: The Pet War  by Allan Woodrow 

 

 

 

 

 



Part II 

1. Please read all of the five questions listed below. 

2. Hand write the answers to the following questions on a piece of loose-leaf paper.  

3. Be sure to skip lines.  

4. Show us your neatest handwriting. Do not  type your answers. 

5. Answer using complete sentences with punctuation and correct capitalization.  

6. Be sure to include your first name, last name and date on the top line of each page of the assignment. 

7. Please hand it in on Friday September 7, 2018 . 

Questions to Answer 

1. Which book did you choose to read? (Title, author, illustrator) 

2. Why did you choose that book to read? 

3. What is the setting of the story? (Time period and place that the story takes place) 

4. Who is the main character of the story? Describe him/her main in 3 sentences. 

5. What is the main lesson you learned from the story? Please answer this question in one paragraph, on 

the outline below. You must  provide evidence in your supporting sentences. 

 

Main Lesson Paragraph Graphic Organizer 

Topic Sentence:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Sentence: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Supporting Sentence: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Sentence: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing Sentence: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part III: Choose one of the creative projects listed below. 
 
Be sure to include your first name, last name and date on the assignment.  

Please hand it in on Friday September 7, 2018 . 

1. Draw a picture that is at least on an  8.5” x 11” piece of paper, that shows your favorite part of the 
book. 

a. On the back of the paper, explain why this was your favorite part of the book.  
b. This illustration will be hung up in your classroom. 

OR 
 

2. Build a scene, model, action figure or diorama that represents an important scene of your book. 
a. Remember you may not include any weapons.  
b. Explain the importance of this scene to understanding the conclusion of this book or the 

resolution of the problem. Attach the explanation to the project. 
c. This 3D item will be displayed in the school. 

OR 
 

3. Write a song or poem that connects to the theme of your book.  
a. Draw a picture that shows how this song or poem makes you feel. 
b.  Your illustration needs to be on a piece of paper at least 8.5” x 11” in size. 
c. This song or poem and the illustration will be hung up in the classroom. 

 
 



Extra Credit: A 3, 2, 1 Book Ticket 
 

Name of Student Title of Book: 

Number of Items to List    

3 Things I learned from this book 
 
 
 
 

2 Things I found interesting in this book 
 
 
 

1 Question I have for the author or illustrator 
 
 

 
 

Want more? 
 

Students who wish to engage in further reading can join Newsela’s Summer Reading 
Clubs.  Our Summer Reading Clubs are an easy way to encourage students in grades 4-7 to 
continue reading over the break and explore topics that interest them, such as animals, 
technology, and art. Visit our Summer Reading Clubs page to get started and to find more 
summer reading resources to share with students, colleagues, and families. 
 

AND/OR 

Barnes & Noble is kicking off their Kids Free Summer Reading Program where you can earn a 

free book when you pick up a reading journal in store and follow the steps below.  

 

Steps to Getting a Free Book 

1. Read any eight books this summer and record them in your Summer Reading Journal.  

2. Tell us which part of the book is your favorite, and why. 

3. Bring your completed journal to a Barnes & Noble store between May 15th and 

September 3rd, 2018.  

4. Choose your FREE reading adventure from the book list featured on the back of the 

journal. Values up to $9.99. 

5. Note: No purchase is necessary, you can use books that you have at home or take out 

of the library. 
 

http://eml.newsela.com/SP0E2D0Qg1Y0vZU0A00aJSO
http://eml.newsela.com/SP0E2D0Qg1Y0vZU0A00aJSO
https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFybmVzYW5kbm9ibGUuY29tL2Ivc3VtbWVyLXJlYWRpbmcvXy9OLXJzOT8%3D
https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFybmVzYW5kbm9ibGUuY29tL2Ivc3VtbWVyLXJlYWRpbmcvXy9OLXJzOT8%3D
https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwYXRjaC5iYXJuZXNhbmRub2JsZS5jb20vY29udGVudC9kYW0vY2NyL3BkZi8yMDE4L3N1bW1lci1yZWFkaW5nL2JuLXN1bW1lci1yZWFkaW5nLWpvdXJuYWwucGRmP3g9eSZzdD1BRkYmU0lEPUJhcm5lcyslMjYrTm9ibGUrUHJvZHVjdCtDYXRhbG9nKy0rTm9vayYyc2lkPVNsaWNrZGVhbHMrTExDXzQ0ODU4NTBfTkEmc291cmNlSWQ9QUZGU2xpY2tkZWFscytMTEM%3D


Grading Rubric - Writing Portion of Summer Reading 
 

Comments 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

 I answered all of the 
questions. 

I answered three or four 
of the questions. 

I only answered one or 
two of the questions. 

 I almost always   used 
correct capitalization in 

my answers.  
(1-2 capitalization errors) 

I mostly   used correct 
capitalization in my 

answers. 
(3-5 capitalization errors) 

I did not  use correct 
capitalization in my 

answers.  
(5+ capitalization errors) 

 I almost always  used 
correct punctuation in 

my answers. 
(1-2 punctuation errors) 

I mostly  used correct 
capitalization in my 

answers. 
(3-5 punctuation errors) 

I did not  use correct 
capitalization in my 

answers. 
(5+ punctuation errors) 

 I provided evidence for 
almost all  of my 

answers. 

I provided evidence for 
most  of my answers. 

I provided evidence for 
none  of my answers. 

 
 
 

Grading Rubric - Artistic Portion of Summer Reading 
 

Comments 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

 I demonstrated 
understanding of my 
story choice in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated some 
understanding of my 
story choice in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated no 
understanding of my 
story choice in my art 

project. 

 I demonstrated creativity 
in my art project. 

I demonstrated some 
creativity in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated no 
creativity in my art 

project. 

 I  put effort into my art 
project. 

I put some  effort into my 
art project. 

I did not  put effort into 
my art project. 

 
 
 
 

Best wishes for Summer 2018! 
 


