
June 2018 

 

Dear Incoming 4th Graders, 

 

Welcome to 4th grade! We’re so excited to welcome you to a community of 

thinkers, learners and most importantly, readers! There are many new and exciting 

activities planned for next year. We know that you have worked very hard this 

year and are about to embark on a much deserved break.  During the break we 

encourage you to keep up with your reading and writing skills. We have attached 

some fun and exciting ways for you to do that over the summer. Here is your 

summer reading and writing assignment so that you can come back excited, 

refreshed and ready for 4th grade. Have a safe and fun filled summer! We can't 

wait to see you in September! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The YH 4th Grade Team 

 

 

There are 3 parts to the summer reading assignment. They are: 

1. Choose a book to read from the list. 

2. Choose one written response about your book from the three choices 

offered. 

3. Choose one creative response (artistic) about your book from the three 

choices offered. 

 

Part 1: Please choose one of the following books: 

● Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 

● Jake Drake, Teacher’s Pet by Andrew Clements 

● The War With Grandpa by Robert Kimmel Smith 

● The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 

● Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

   

 



 

Some specific instructions for Part 2: 

1. Please do the writing on lined paper. 

2. Be sure to skip lines. 

3. Show us your neatest handwriting, please do not type your responses. 

4. Answer using complete sentences with punctuation and correct 

capitalization. 

5. Be sure to include your first and last name and the date on the top line of 

each page of the assignment. 

6. Please hand this in on Friday, September 7, 2018. 

 

 
Part 2: CHOOSE YOUR WRITING ACTIVITY--Choose 1 to do and hand in on 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

 

Option 1 Favorite Character 
Choose your favorite character from the book. Write 2 paragraphs telling about 

the character. What was his/her name? Explain the role that this person had in 

the story. Why was this character your favorite? Describe at least 3 character 

traits of that person. Would you like to be friends with this character? What 

were some of the qualities that you liked about this person? What were some 

qualities that you disliked? Feel free to add any other information about this 

character that you think is important. 

 

Or 

 

Option 2: Character Compare and Contrast 

Draw a large Venn diagram on a piece of paper. Label it with the names of any two 

characters from your book. Then list in the diagram similarities and differences 

between the two characters. Make sure that you do not focus only of the physical 

traits. Also list similarities and differences in the character's personalities, 

actions and importance to the story’s plot. 

 

Or 

   

 



OPTION 3: Answer 7 questions about the story 

1. What book did you choose to read? (Include, title, author and illustrator) 

2. Why did you choose this book? 

3. What is the setting of the story? (time period and place that the story 

takes place) 

4. Who is the main character of the story? Describe him/her in at least three 

sentences. 

5. Briefly describe the plot of the story. 

6. Tell what the problem , or dilemma of the story was. Were the characters 

able to solve the problem? 

7. Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? Please be 

specific. Do not just say that it was interesting or funny. Give specific 

reasons as to why you would or would not recommend it. 

 

 

Part 3: CHOOSE YOUR CREATIVE ACTIVITY 

 

For each creative option, please make sure that the picture is on a piece of white 

or colored paper that is 8.5” x 11” in size. Please use colored pencils, markers or 

crayons to illustrate your work. 

 

OPTION 1: Illustrations 

Draw at least 3 pictures illustrating your favorite parts of the book. Label or 

describe why these are your favorite parts of the story. Use rich language.  

 

Or 

 

Option 2: Song or Poem 

Write a song or poem that relates to your book. Draw an illustration that shows 

how this poem/song makes you feel.  

 

Or   

 



OPTION 3: Design a Cover 

Design a new cover for the book. Be sure to include the name of the book, the 

author and illustrator (if there is one). You can include characters from the book. 

Make sure that the cover represents what the book is about. 

 

Summary of Summer Reading Assignment 

 

That’s all there is to it! Choose a book, read the book, choose one writing 

activity and one art activity for the book. We will be displaying your amazing work 

in the classroom! We can’t wait to see what you create! 

 

Additional Reading Opportunities 

 

NEWSELA SUMMER READING CLUB 

If you would like to do more reading, you can join the Newsela Summer 

Reading Club. It is an easy and fun way for students in grades 4 - 7 to continue 

reading over the break and explore topics that interest you, such as animals, 

technology, and art. Visit Newsela Summer Reading Club to get started. 

 

BARNES AND NOBLE SUMMER READING PROGRAM: 

Read 8 books and get a free book from Barnes and Noble!!!! 

 

Barnes & Noble is kicking off their Kids Free Summer Reading Program where you 

can earn a free book when you pick up a reading journal in store and follow the 

steps below.  

 

Steps for Getting a Free Book 

1. Read any eight books this summer and record them in your Summer 

Reading Journal.  

2. Tell us which part of the book is your favorite, and why. 

3. Bring your completed journal to a Barnes & Noble store between May 15th 

and September 3rd, 2018.  

4. Choose your FREE reading adventure from the book list featured on the 

back of the journal. Values up to $9.99. 

5. Note: No purchase is necessary, you can use books that you have at home 

or take out of the library. 

 

https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFybmVzYW5kbm9ibGUuY29tL2Ivc3VtbWVyLXJlYWRpbmcvXy9OLXJzOT8%3D
https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFybmVzYW5kbm9ibGUuY29tL2Ivc3VtbWVyLXJlYWRpbmcvXy9OLXJzOT8%3D
https://www.dealsplus.com/r/aHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwYXRjaC5iYXJuZXNhbmRub2JsZS5jb20vY29udGVudC9kYW0vY2NyL3BkZi8yMDE4L3N1bW1lci1yZWFkaW5nL2JuLXN1bW1lci1yZWFkaW5nLWpvdXJuYWwucGRmP3g9eSZzdD1BRkYmU0lEPUJhcm5lcyslMjYrTm9ibGUrUHJvZHVjdCtDYXRhbG9nKy0rTm9vayYyc2lkPVNsaWNrZGVhbHMrTExDXzQ0ODU4NTBfTkEmc291cmNlSWQ9QUZGU2xpY2tkZWFscytMTEM%3D


 

Want more?  Look below 

 
Extra Credit: If you want to get extra credit for your summer reading, fill out 

this book ticket. 
 

List 3 things I learned from this book, 2 things I found interesting about the book 

and 1 question I would like to ask the author or illustrator. 

 

 

Student’s name: 

 

Title of Book 

Number of Items to List   

3 Things I learned from this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Things I found interesting in this book: 

 

 

 

1 Question I have for the author or illustrator: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   

 



Grading Rubric - Writing Portion of Summer Reading 

This is how your work will be evaluated. 

 

Comments  3 Points  2 Points  1 Point 

  I answered all of the 

questions. 

I answered three or 

four of the questions. 

I only answered one 

or two of the 

questions. 

  I almost always used 

correct capitalization 

in my answers.  

(1-2 capitalization 

errors) 

I mostly used correct 

capitalization in my 

answers. 

(3-5 capitalization 

errors) 

I did not use correct 

capitalization in my 

answers.  

(5+ capitalization 

errors) 

  I almost always used 

correct punctuation in 

my answers. 

(1-2 punctuation 

errors) 

I mostly used correct 

capitalization in my 

answers. 

(3-5 punctuation 

errors) 

I did not use correct 

capitalization in my 

answers. 

(5+ punctuation 

errors) 

  I provided evidence 

for almost all of my 

answers. 

I provided evidence 

for most of my 

answers. 

I provided evidence 

for none of my 

answers. 

 

 

Grading Rubric - Artistic Portion of Summer Reading 

 

Comments  3 Points  2 Points  1 Point 

  I demonstrated 

understanding of my 

story choice in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated some 

understanding of my 

story choice in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated no 

understanding of my 

story choice in my art 

project. 

  I demonstrated 

creativity in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated some 

creativity in my art 

project. 

I demonstrated no 

creativity in my art 

project. 

  I put effort into my 

art project. 

I put some effort 

into my art project. 

I did not put effort 

into my art project. 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!  

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU IN 

SEPTEMBER! 

 


