
  This week's Parsha, Parshat Ki Tavo, teaches 
us about  the Mitzvah of Bikurim, which is  the 
commandment to bring a basket of the first 
fruits to the Beit Hamikdash and present it to a 
Kohen.  Rashi,  in the first Pasuk of the Torah, 
mentions a Midrash which  states  that the 
world was created for the sake of that 
which  is  called ‘Reishit’. The Jewish 
nation is called ‘Reishit’, the 
Torah is  termed  ‘Reishit’, and 
B i k u r i m i s r e fe r r e d t o a s 
‘Reishit’.   There is another 
Midrash which  tells us Moshe 
Rabbeinu knew that the Bait 
Hamikdash would be destroyed and 
Binei Yisrael would not have the 
opportunity to bring Bikurim. 
Therefore, Moshe Rabbeinu enacted 
that we Daven three times a day in 
place of the Bikurim.   (There is a 
s o u r c e t h a t i s o f t h e o p i n i o n 
that Tefillah was decreed as a replacement for 
the Korban Tamid and another source that 
believes we have Tefillah because of the acts of 
Tefillah by our Avot. We can address this 
discrepancy in another venue). 

 These Midrashim are somewhat perplexing. Of 
all the Mitzvot in the Torah, the world was 
created in the merit of Bikurim??  Out of all the 
Mitzvot that Binei Yisrael would not be able to 

perform after the Bait Hamikdash would be 
destroyed, Moshe chose to enact Tefillah in lieu 
of Bikurim?? What is so special  about  this 
Mitzvah that it receives such attention? 

  The Alshich (Rav Moshe Alshich 1508-1593 
Tzfat) explains that the reason for the mitzvah 
of Bikurim is Hakarat Hatov, gratitude. We are 

commanded to bring our first 
fruits to the Kohen in the 
Bait Hamikdash, recite 
a short history of our nation 
and  say  a brief prayer to 
H a s h e m . T h e 
acknowledgement of our 
history is to recognize all 
that Hashem has done for us 
over the years.  Prayer  
requires us  to take the time 
o u t ( o f o u r b u s y 

schedules)  and articulate the wonderful acts 
Hashem has performed for us and the Jewish 
people.   Hakarat Hatov is such a basic and 
fundamental component to being a Jew that 
the world was created just for this Mitzvah 
alone.   Similarly, we can extend this idea to 
Moshe’s legislation to Daven three times a day. 
Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to ensure that even 
after the Bait Hamikdash was destroyed, we 
would have the opportunity to show our 
Hakarat Hatov to Hashem every day.

UPCOMING EVENTS	


9/14 Fall Meet & Greet	


9/15 Back to School Night	


9/7-9/19 KidStuff Coupon Book Sale	


9/24-9/26 No School, Rosh Hashana	


10/20 After-School Clubs

PARNAS YOM IYUN	


September 2, 2014	


Dr. Aviva & Gershon 
Distenfeld 

In honor of all the wonderful 
Morot and Teachers of  

Yeshivat He’Atid.

Mazel tov to Jordana & Sam  
Farbstein on the birth of a  
baby girl, and to big siblings  
Eitan (1st) and Liana (K).

D’var Torah 
by Rabbi Netanel Gralla

Yeshivat He’Atid: (201) 374-2272	                                                                              139 S. Washington Ave. Bergenfield, NJ 07621

September 12, 2014 

Parshat Ki Tavo 

Candle-lighting: 6:52 

Thank you to the	


Milgrom Family 

For their generous donation to 
our art program.

Please contact Rabbi Gralla if you are 
interested in sponsoring a curricular program.



Yeshivat He’Atid 
Welcomes  

Nitza and Lital! 

• • •	


We are thrilled to welcome Nitza 
and Lital, our Bnot Sherut 
Leumi, who will be spending the 
year with us! These dedicated 
and creative young women 
radiate a strong excitement 
about Israel, bring with them 
exuberance, ruach, and 
enthusiasm.  They will provide 
enrichment to our students, 
teach special classes, and plan 
school-wide holiday 
and Hebrew 
programming. Sherut Leumi is 
voluntary national service for 
Israeli women who are deeply 
committed to the State of Israel. 
In their second year of service, 
they can apply to serve in 
Diaspora communities worldwide, 
and we are ecstatic that they have 
joined our Yeshivat He’Atid 
family! 

HE’ATID SECURITY: BERGENFIELD PD APPROVED

We invited local law enforcement to assess our school's security system and procedures. 
This week, the Bergenfield Police Department sent three police officers to our school, 
Capt. Madalone, Lt. Stapleton and  P.O. Edward G. Edone of the #167 BPD. The officers 
inspected our security system and reviewed our security policies and procedures. They 
also inspected our grounds and our building. They found that our grounds and building 
met their high standard of safety and that our protocols were in line with New Jersey 
standards. 

Outside Doors √                         

Windows √                                  

Parking Lot √                              

Outdoor Lights √                        

Intercom √                                  

Inner Doors √                             

Phone Systems √                        

ברוכות הבאות!

Ora and Gabriella were so 
excited to meet Nitza and 
Lital at the airport!

Lital and Nitza were  
thrilled as well!
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ABOUT NITZA 

Nitza Shemeshi is 20 years old and 
from Bnei Brak. She is a triplet and 
her 2 other triplet sisters are also 
doing their year of service abroad.

ABOUT LITAL 

Lital Cohen is 19 years old and from 
Givat Shmuel. She has 3 siblings and 

loves to cook and travel.

If you would like to host 
them for Shabbat, 

please look out for the 
sign up sheet that will 
be sent out next week.



by Dawn Fisch 
• • •	


From a young age I loved books, 
but I did not enjoy reading 
independently.  I thought books 
were magical only when adults 
read them to me.  As I reached 
adulthood my love for books and 
my attitude toward reading 
independently blossomed.  I 
attribute my love for books and of 
reading, to my experiences.  Here 
are some tips I have learned 
through my childhood, teaching, 
and parenthood. 

!
Tips to Inspire Your Child to Love 
Books and Reading: 

•Read books to your child from 
the time he/she is young. 

•Make reading part of your daily 
routine.  Bedtime is the ideal time 
because it calms your child and 
allows you to end the day together 
in a meaningful way. 

•Choose books that are humorous 
and fun to read.  If a book is 
boring to you, chances are your 
child will not be interested in it 
either (unless they love it and you 
are bored to tears by it).  

•Take turns reading the words or 
use the illustrations to tell your 
own story.  You do not always 
need to correct your child's 
mistakes.  If you do correct your 
child, gently point out the letters, 
sounds or word he/she misread.  

•Select books that you loved as a 
child.  Your love for books will 
shine through and hopefully rub 
off on your child. 

•Have books available in your 
home. You do not need to 
purchase them.  Make going to 
your local library part of your 
weekly routine.   They are free! 

•Read books yourself.  It is very 
powerful when your child sees 
you reading books and enjoying 
them.  It would also be helpful to 
share some themes from the book 
you are reading, with your child. 

•Make going to a bookstore a 
treat.  Allow your child to pick out 
a special book once in a while. 

•Take your child to library 
programs.  Often your local 
libraries offer free story times 
and various educational 
programs.  Take advantage! 

•Limit the use of your television.  
Your child will choose books or 
ask you to read for entertainment 
purposes.  It really does work if 
your child knows TV is not an 
option.   

•Allow your child to listen to 

books on tape.  Audio books can 
be used at home or in the car.  
Many libraries have these types of 
books available. 

•Play word games.  There are 
tons of words games available, 
such as Scrabble, Boggle, 
Bananagrams, Words with 
Friends, or you can make up you 
own word games with blocks, 
chalk, shaving cream, sand, or a 
paper and pencil. 

How to Inspire Your Child to Read

ABOUT MRS, FISCH	

Mrs. Dawn Fisch comes to Yeshivat He’Atid after spending the past nine years at Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen County.  She has over 15 years of experience in education as a General Studies classroom teacher in grades two through four in a Jewish Day School environment. 

Her love of books led her to obtain a part time job as a Children’s Assistant Librarian at the Fair Lawn Public Library where she has been working for the past fifteen years. 

Passionate about ensuring each student gets the differentiated attention and instruction they need, Mrs. Fisch is well versed in various curricula and instruction methodologies.  

She values her students and feels as though they take her on a new journey each year and looks forward to working with our 3rd graders. 

Mrs. Fisch received her degrees in Psychology and Elementary Education from Ramapo College. 

She lives in Englewood with her husband and son, and is excited to join our He’Atid team!
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONSAFTER-SCHOOL-CLUBS

Registration is open for Fall 2014 
After-School Clubs.  If you have 
not yet registered for clubs, pelase 
visit our website for the Handbook 
and to register.  

We would love to hear from you!  
Please email us anytime at 
yhpa@yeshivatheatid.org	


Co-Presidents,	


Kate Davis & Ruth Hartstein	
!
Executive Board:	


Effi Billauer	

Tova Milgrom	

Michal Pruzansky	

Maria Rozentul	

Stephanie Sadek

KidStuff Books 
KidStuff Books will be for sale from 9/7-9/19. 

KidStuff Books are packed with coupon savings 
for you and your family-- from H&M to Six Flags 

and Century21 to Lego. 

Each book costs $25, and half of the purchase 
price is donated to Yeshivat He’Atid. 

Please visit our webshop to purchase your book. 

The YHPA is thrilled to announce 
our new Discount Card program! 

Your card entitles you to discounts 
at over 60 local vendors.   

Please visit our website to see all 
our vendors and to purchase your 

card.

Annual Fall Meet & Greet	

When:  This Sunday, September 14th	


Where: Congregation Bnai Yeshurun 
641 West Englewood Ave.  

Teaneck, NJ 07666	


Time: 1:30 - 3:00	


Entertainment: Simon the Magician	


What:  An event for your kids to introduce you to their new friends!	


Pricing: $11 per child (no YHPA membership discount at the door)  
No charge for adults and children under 2	


Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
The Hartstein Family- Silver Sponsors 
The Borgen Family- Bronze Sponsors 
The Zibitt Family- Bronze Sponsors

Get Your Discount Card!

You can now give              
Birthday Club gifts                 

right through our website! 	


See our website for more 
information:	


http://www.yeshivatheatid.org/birthday-
celebrations/
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